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WINTERIZATION GUIDELINES

1. During the cold weather, do not turn your heat below 60º (degrees).  According to your Lease Agreement, “Tenant agrees to take all reasonable and necessary precautions against freezing and breaking of water and waste pipes, including, without limitation, maintaining adequate heat…in the event that water pipes are frozen by reason of neglect of Tenant, Tenant shall promptly repair at Tenant’s expense all damage caused.”  
2. If you are leaving for a period of time, arrange for someone to check your property periodically and run water out of all the faucets.  When temperatures drop below freezing, please leave water trickling from all faucets to ensure they do not freeze.   

3. Like stated in your Lease, “keeping cabinet doors open below kitchen and bathroom sinks to allow room heat to circulate and keeping interior doors open so that heated air can circulate throughout residence” will help avoid frozen pipes and other property damage.  
4. Make sure that the crawl space vents on the outside of your property are securely covered with a board or piece of Styrofoam.  This helps keep the cold air from reaching the pipes and also keeps your floors warmer.

5. Pipes in most dwellings run through walls and ceilings.  If they freeze and break, any damage to your personal belongings is not covered by the Owner’s insurance. We recommend looking into Renter’s insurance to cover your personal belongings.

6. Outside hoses hooked up to your property must be disconnected and drained.  Outside faucets must be protected, covered, and drained so they will not freeze.

7. Furnace filters must be replaced if not cleaned on a regular basis.  The furnace will run with greater efficiency when it is properly maintained.

**If preventative steps are taken to avoid these problems during cold weather, they will provide a smooth winter and avert future repair. We appreciate your assistance in this matter.


